
AFSCME District Council 37 is New York City’s largest public employee union, representing 
over 125,000 workers across 60 locals. It is reporting -$50 million in net negative assets but 
continues to reward its top officials with large salaries. 

The union takes between $312 and $1,885 out of members’ paychecks in annual union dues. In 
2021, District Council 37 officials collected a total of $46.7 million in dues, while they sold $20.4 
million in investments and fixed assets and took out a $4.8 million loan. In addition to the loan, 
DC 37 is carrying $114 million in debt owed to union employees for retirement benefits. 

Despite its debt, top unions officials continued to receive large salaries and other incentives, 
including Henry Garrido, the executive director, who received $362,625 from the union. Maf 
Uddin, treasurer of DC 37, received $291,436 in 2021. Membership in DC 37 dropped by 4,481 
members from 2020 to 2021. In 2021, total membership was 125,506. 

Most of the dues money the union collected was spent on running the union. Nearly 74% 
of the union’s spending went to union administration, employee benefits, the purchase 
of investments and fixed assets, and general overhead such as rent and building 
maintenance. Only $12.3 million, or 23% of total spending, went towards representational 
activities, which includes grievance resolution, arbitration, collective bargaining, and other 
responsibilities the union has to its members.  Most of the remaining money went to political 
activities and lobbying.

 

A LOOK AT AFSCME DC 37 SPENDING IN 2021

where do your union dues go?

AFSCME  
37

 SPENDING

 34%  General overhead 

 23%  Representational activities

 21%  union employee benefits

 9%  purchase of investments and 
fixed assets

 6%  union administration

 4%  direct taxes

 3%  political activities and lobbying

 .2%  Contributions, gifts, grants
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Data provided by U.S. Department of Labor (“LM-2” Financial Report, Dec. 2021)



                         

JOIN US TO DEFEND THE LABOR RIGHTS OF 
AMERICA’S PUBLIC-SECTOR WORKERS

 833-969-FAIR (3247)           AmericansForFairTreatment.org

The Janus v. AFSCME Supreme Court 
decision relieves nonmembers from  

the obligation to pay any dues or fees  
to the union as a condition of  

public employment. 

However, for public employees who 
remain AFSCME members, Janus 

changes nothing about how union 
dues are spent: they are still routinely 

used for political purposes. 

In 2021, District Council 37 spent more than $1.7 million on politics. The union is required 
to report its political spending on an LM-2 form. In 2021, AFSCME District Council 37 spent:

AFSCME DC 37 POLITICAL DONATIONS

$1.275M to employees and officers in 
compensation for their political 
activities and lobbying.

$159,975  total to various media companies for 
advertising related to politics.

$50,500  total to Democratic candidates and 
party committees, including:

$12.5k to New York State Democratic 
Assembly Campaign Committee; 

$10k  to New York Attorney General Leticia 
James; 

$10k  to the New York State Democratic 
Senate Campaign Committee; 

$8k  to New York Comptroller Tom 
DiNapoli; 

$5k  to New York Senate Majority 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins; 
and,

$5k  to the Nassau County Democratic 
Committee. 

$49,156  for rent on State Street in Albany, 
which is a short walk away from 
the New York State Capitol.

$23,713  to AFSCME International for 
political advertising.

$22,975  for technology support and 
telecommunications for political 
activities and lobbying. 


